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advantage unless we enjoy a very respectable
measure of individual liberty. This exhortation is
no doubt easy enough for those who believe in
Progress, especially if by Progress they mean the
establishment of the Servile State on the Prussian
model. It is of course also easy enough to organise
human society in this symmetrical manner whenever
sufficient persons have been converted to the belief.
It is comforting to find definitely optimistic thinkers
like Mr H. G. Wells, who recognise the necessity of
liberty increasing proportionately with the com-
plexity of what he calls the " Great State." The
Great State will achieve any amount of public
service for which the modern State is inadequate,
but liberty will still remain. As he writes in his
Modern Utopia:

"But the modern view, with its deepening in-
sistence upon individuality and upon the insig-
nificance of its uniqueness, steadily intensifies the
value of freedom, until at last we begin to see
liberty as the very substance of life, that indeed it
is life, and that only the dead things, the choiceless
things, live in absolute obedience to law. To have
free play for one's individuality is, in the modern
view, the subjective triumph of existence, as
survival in creative work and offspring is its objec-
tive triumph. But for all men, since man is a
social creature, the play of will must fall short of
absolute freedom. Perfect human liberty is possible
only to a despot who is absolutely and universally
obeyed. Then to will would be to command and
achieve, and within the limits of natural law we
could at any moment do exactly as it pleased us to